GIBRALTAR
have had the last Sultan of Turkey, Amannullah, and Haile
Selassie all through my hands in my various Commands.
Soon after that, clouds began to gather,  and Gibraltar
was never to be the same during the rest of my time.
On 18th July, 1936, the unfortunate Spanish Civil War
began. I was on leave in England at the time; I returned by
the next boat to find Gibraltar flooded out with refugees
from Spain. I was never free of that problem until the day
I left. In normal times Gibraltar has a population of some
18,000 and is much overcrowded at that. Some 4,000 men,
women and children who are British subjects, live at La Linea,
the nearest Spanish town, as it is cheaper, and some 3,000
Spanish labourers came from La Linea daily. There was severe
fighting in and around La Linea, and these British subjects,
and many Spanish, naturally took fright and rushed into
Gibraltar* It was impossible to stop them, as one could not
refuse admission to British subjects. Gibraltar was at once
dangerously overcrowded. These people lived in caves, on
hulks, in hovels of every kind, many in the streets, in taxis,
in gardens and in a camp we prepared for them. For months
we fed the worst cases in camp. Eventually, after giving them
ample notice, I had to close it. They would obey no orders,
however, and many just lay down in Commercial Square
and refused to move. At the start of the war I had issued a
warning notice that the policy of the British Government
was one of strict neutrality, and that people/in Gibraltar were
to take no part in politics. The Spanish refugees were told
that they must leave Gibraltar; if they were Nationalists they
could return to Nationalist Spain, and if Government supporters
they could be taken by British destroyers to a port in Govern-
ment Spain, but they could not remain in Gibraltar.
I could not help -being amused when, in the midst of my
definite warnings that the policy of the British Government
was one of strict neutrality, a man came into my office carry-
ing the fragments of a bomb which had been picked up in a
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